
Early European Books
Collection 23: Education, Society and Cultural Life in Early Modern Europe 

This enriching collection features rare and invaluable literary 
treasures from some of the world’s oldest and most prestigious 
institutions. With over 1,900 items and more than 179,000 pages 
of content, this collection showcases materials on education, 
society, and cultural life during the early modern period.
Discover texts that expand knowledge on a range of topics 
including politics, history, culture and the process of debating and 
creating social rules and governance.
This collection provides an eclectic range of early modern works 
including:
•  Histories and chronicles depicting significant events, societal 

changes, and the rise and fall of empires.
•  Philosophy and morality discourses from some of the most 

prominent philosophers of the ancient world, including Erasmus, 
Cicero, Hobbes, and Aristotle.

•  Political tracts covering a wide range of topics, including wars, 
treaties, royal proclamations, diplomatic communications, and 
legal matters.

•  Classical literature that has had a lasting impact on European 
civilization by the likes of Lactantius, Procopius, and C. Solinus.

•  Discourses on government and political theory that present 
diverse perspectives on the organization and functioning of 
political systems.

•  Heraldic works and genealogies that delve into the intricate 
family lineages and heraldic symbols representing the nobility 
and social hierarchy of European societies.

•  Military handbooks that shed light on the military history and 
prowess of European civilizations.

•  Ordinances, edicts, and proclamations provide a glimpse 
into the legal and political governance of European states, 
showcasing the regulations and decrees that shaped societal 
norms.

•  Courtesy, civil conversation, and etiquette works from La 
Chétardie, Tommasi, and Possevino among others which reveal 
the intricacies of etiquettes that governed societal conduct in 
European communities.

Pliny the Elder’s Historia Naturalis 
versions 1573 and 1669 from 
The Wellcome Library, London.

M. Tullii Ciceronis Opera omnia 
cum Gruteri et selectis variorum 
notis & indicibus locupletissimis, 
1661, from Koninklijke Bibliotheek.

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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Collection 23: Education, Society and 
Cultural Life in Early Modern Europe 

Approx. 179,000 pages, 1900 works

Highlights include: 
•  Multiple editions of Pliny the Elder’s Historia 

Naturalis, often seen as a forerunner to the 
modern encyclopaedia.

•  M. Cato’s Book, Libri de re rustica (Books on 
Rural Affairs), offers valuable insights into the 
experiences of rural life in historical contexts.

•  Works by ancient philosopher Cicero including 
De natura deorum [etc.] (On the Nature of the 
Gods) and Tusculanae disputationes (Tusculan 
Disputations).
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Early European Books Collection 23 (EEB 23) provides curated material 
from four important partner libraries: 
•  Netherlands’ Koninklijke Bibliotheek — standing as one of the oldest 

national libraries worldwide, serves as the legal deposit library for the 
Netherlands. With a legacy dating back centuries, it has safeguarded 
a comprehensive collection of Dutch publications, including rare and 
invaluable literary treasures.

•  Italy’s Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Firenze — one of Italy’s most 
eminent and ancient libraries. As a legal deposit library for the nation, it 
boasts an extensive and diverse array of books, manuscripts, incunabula, 
and maps, offering an insightful glimpse into Italy’s cultural heritage.

•  Denmark’s Kongelige Bibliotek — traces its roots to the 15th century, 
making it one of Europe’s oldest and most significant libraries. Committed 
to preserving and conserving its irreplaceable collection, this library houses 
rare and valuable books, manuscripts, maps, prints, photographs, and other 
cultural treasures that embody Denmark’s rich history.

•  Wellcome Library in London — Founded on the private collection of Sir 
Henry Wellcome (1853-1936), the library’s rich holdings encompass the 
history of medicine and include works on alchemy, anthropology and 
ethnology providing a view into the evolution of medical science. 

The digitization of these early works enables modern researchers to have 
around-the-clock global access to once hard-to-access materials.
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Unlock Europe’s literary legacy with Early European Books (EEB).
Learn more and request a trial at:

https://about.proquest.com/en/products-services/eeb/

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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Interactive Historical Map
ProQuest’s interactive historical map is a 
valuable tool that allows for a dynamic and 
interactive approach to content discovery. The 
visually immersive scatter map empowers 
scholars to identify previously unnoticed 
connections and relationships among 
materials – helping validate or clarify research 
and views. The user-friendly scatter map 
displays thumbnail results with seamless 
direct links to the full digitized publications. 
The interactive historical map allows 
researchers to filter by subject, language, 
source library, or date, then conveniently select 
a dot on the map to view book details. This 
helpful tool is also useful to target specific 
geographical areas of interest. 

De lo schermo overo scienza d’arme, by Salvator Fabris, 
1606. From Kongelige Bibliotek.

Immersive scatter map tool allows for visual representation and interaction with historical 
materials in a dynamic and engaging way. 
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