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Congressional All 1789-Present 
With legislative and executive branch material 

Congressional All includes materials from 1789-present, such as Congressional hearings, Serial Set reports and 
documents, Congressional Record, bills and resolutions, and Committee prints plus large collections of CRS 
reports and Presidential materials.

THE PAST INFORMS THE PRESENT
Congressional All provides users with access to our 
entire collection of congressional content, historical 
through the present day, facilitating the ability of students, 
researchers, and teachers to explore ideas in the context 
of policy changes throughout U.S. history. Users can 
read primary source congressional texts that expose 
reoccurring themes informing the events of today such 
as racism, women’s rights, and the role of the U.S. on 
the global stage. Working with congressional materials 
fosters understanding of the way the legislative process 
can work in times of polarization and compromise, 
times of war and peace, times of economic distress and 
economic prosperity. Congressional All also offers a large 
collection of Presidential materials from 1789-present, 
including not only executive orders and proclamations, but 
also policy statements, pardons, and many other content 
types, all shedding light on changes in the relationship 
between the executive branch and other branches 
of government over time. The Presidential materials 
collection can be used to improve understanding of 
how the President can take actions that have the force 
of law themselves or that impact the implementation 
of previously enacted laws. The tension between the 

legislative and executive branches has existed from the 
earliest days of our nation, as public opinion about the 
separation of powers shifts back and forth. 

Whether users begin with the present or a point in the 
past, access to this collection of primary materials will 
encourage the development of critical thinking skills 
needed for learning, research, and citizen participation. 
For the novice researcher, non-partisan Congressional 
Research Service (CRS) reports are the perfect place to 
start, as they explain the issues of the day to Members 
of Congress. Congressional committee hearings offer 
differing perspectives through testimony from many types 
of witnesses such as Administration officials, business 
leaders, foreign policy experts, economists, Native 
Americans, civil rights leaders, public health officials, 
scientists, farmers, environmental advocates, and ordinary 
citizens. House and Senate reports and documents 
cover our nation’s history from 1789-present, providing a 
particular focus on events of the 19th and 20th centuries 
that led up to events of today. Topics touch upon a plethora 
of information in which Congress has an interest in itself, 
including public health, law enforcement, civil rights, the 
Constitution, education, the economy, the environment, 
foreign relations, and more. 
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Hot Topic: COVID-19 Pandemic

Coronaviruses: Understanding the Spread of Infectious 
Diseases and Mobilizing Innovative Solutions, House 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology hearing, Mar. 5, 
2020 https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
docview/t29.d30.hrg-2020-tec-208255

Historic Topic: Spanish Influenza Epidemic 
1918-1919

Suppression of Spanish Influenza, Senate Appropriations 
Committee hearing, September 28, 1918 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t29.
d30.hrg-1918-sap-0007

Hot Topic: Police Brutality—Killing of George 
Floyd on May 25, 2020 when Minneapolis Police 

Department officers applied an illegal chokehold to his 
neck while he was handcuffed and pinned to the ground

George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2020, House 
Judiciary Committee report, June 2020 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t49.
d48.h.rp._116-434_1

Historic Topic: Severe beating of black motorist 
Rodney King by Los Angeles Police Department 

officers on Mar. 3, 1991 after King’s forced halt for traffic 
offenses

Police Brutality, House Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights hearing, Mar. 
20, Apr. 17, 1991 https://congressional.proquest.com/
congressional/docview/t29.d30.hrg-1991-hjh-0020

Hot Topic: Black Lives Matter

BLACK LIVES MATTER, statement of Rep. Al Green (D-Texas), 
Congressional Record, May 27, 2020 https://congressional.
proquest.com/congressional/docview/t17.d18.
cr27ma2020_dat-48

Historic Topic: The Danville Massacre, Nov. 3, 1883

Inquiry into massacre of colored men at Danville, Virginia, and 
alleged election outrages in Virginia, in 1883, with minority 
report and testimony, Senate Committee on Privileges and 
Elections report, May 27, 1984  https://congressional.
proquest.com/congressional/docview/t47.d48.2178_s.
rp.579

Hot Topic: Presidential Authority

Presidential Removal of IGs Under the Inspector General 
Act, CRS Legal Sidebar, CRS report, May 22, 2020 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.
d22.crs-2020-crs-206992

Historic Topic: “Exercise of power by the executive 
branch of the Government in this day exceeds the 

bounds originally contemplated for it by the Constitution”

President and Congress, article by Augustus O. Bacon, Senator 
from Georgia, Senate Document, June 30, 1906 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t47.
d48.4916_s.doc.531
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Hot Topic: Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) 

Supreme Court: DACA Rescission Violated the APA, CRS Legal 
Sidebar, CRS report, June 18, 2020 https://congressional.
proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-2020-
crs-207797?accountid=146914

Historic Topic: Plyer v. Doe (1982)

Right of Undocumented Alien Children to Basic Education: An 
Overview of Plyler v. Doe, CRS report, Mar. 27, 1996 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.
d22.crs-1996-aml-0043

Hot Topic: School Choice

Overview of Public and Private School Choice Options, CRS In 
Focus, April 16, 2019 https://congressional.proquest.com/
congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-2019-crs-193385 

Historic Topic: School choice programs and 
proposals, including private school choice

Federal Support of School Choice: Background and Options, 
CRS report, Nov. 7, 1995 https://congressional.proquest.
com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-1995-epw-0077

Hot Topic: Student Debt

Income-Driven Repayment Plans for Student Loans: Budgetary 
Costs and Policy Options, CRS report, Feb. 1, 2020 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.
d22.cmp-2020-cbo-202492

Historic Topic: Student loan repayment proposals

Long-Term Student Loans: Selected Proposals for Repayment 
According to “Ability to Pay” Legislative Reference Service, 
Oct. 31, 1967 https://congressional.proquest.com/
congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-1967-epx-0024 

Hot Topic: Climate Change

Solving the Climate Crisis: The Congressional Action Plan 
for a Clean Energy Economy and a Healthy, Resilient, and 
Just America, House Select Committee on the Climate 
Crisis, June 1, 2020 https://congressional.proquest.com/
congressional/docview/t21.d22.cmp-2020-hec-208093

Historic Topic: Global temperature increases

Global Warming, Senate Committee on Environment and Public 
Works Subcommittee on Toxic Substances and Environmental 
Oversight hearing, Dec. 10, 1985 https://congressional.
proquest.com/congressional/docview/t29.d30.hrg-1985-
pwo-0031
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Hot Topic: Impeachment

Impeachment of Donald J. Trump President of the United 
States, House Judiciary Report, Dec. 15, 2019 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t49.
d48.h.rp._116-346

Historic Topic: Impeachment of William J. Clinton

Impeachment Inquiry: William Jefferson Clinton, President 
of the U.S, House Judiciary Committee hearing, Nov. 19, 
1998 https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
docview/t29.d30.hrg-1998-hjh-0005?accountid=146914

Hot Topic: U.S.-China-relations, Uighur minorities

Statement on Signing the Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 
2020, Presidential signing statement, June 17, 2020 https://
congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t67.
d72.2020-58-2223?accountid=146914

Historic Topic: Tiananmen Square protests and 
massacre, 1989

China Sanctions: Some Possible Effects, CRS report, July 24, 
1989 https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
docview/t21.d22.crs-1989-ecn-0019

Hot Topic: Possible irregularities in Presidential 
Election of 2020

The Road to 2020: Defending Against Election Interference, 
Nov. 19, 2019 https://congressional.proquest.com/
congressional/docview/t29.d30.hrg-2019-hsc-207098

Historic Topic: Possible irregularities in Presidential 
Election of 1876

Presidential election investigation. Testimony taken by the 
Select Committee on Alleged  Frauds in the Presidential 
Election of 1876, June 1, 1878 https://congressional.
proquest.com/congressional/docview/t47.d48.1864_h.
misdoc.31_1

Hot Topic: Child hunger in the U.S.

Renewing Pandemic EBT Is Critical to Preventing a Further 
Spike in Child Hunger, Joint Economic Committee publication, 
2020 https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
docview/t21.d22.cmp-2020-ecj-209388

Historic Topic: National School Lunch Program

Hunger in the Classroom: Then and Now, Senate Select 
Committee on Human Needs committee print, January 
1972 https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/
docview/t21.d22.cmp-1972-nhn-0001

http://www.proquest.com
https://www.facebook.com/proquest
https://www.twitter.com/proquest
https://www.linkedin.com/company/proquest/
https://www.instagram.com/proquest/
https://www.proquest.com
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t49.d48.h.rp._116-346
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t29.d30.hrg-1998-hjh-0005?accountid=146914
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t29.d30.hrg-2019-hsc-207098
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t47.d48.1864_h.misdoc.31_1
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t67.d72.2020-58-2223?accountid=146914
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.crs-1989-ecn-0019
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.cmp-2020-ecj-209388
https://congressional.proquest.com/congressional/docview/t21.d22.cmp-1972-nhn-0001



