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Get the Scoop on Local and State History
Thirty-Three State Collections Now Available from ProQuest Historical Newspapers

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: 
U.S. State Collections –Travel 
Digitally Through History
You’ll get access to over 120 image-based 
digitized newspapers, with coverage 
beginning as far back as 1785. Patrons can 
browse each edition as it was printed – 
including articles, photos, advertisements, 
obituaries, editorial cartoons and so much 
more. The State Collections are also cross-
searchable with other ProQuest content.

72% of researchers use news – making 
newspapers a critical resource for libraries 
to offer.

- Understanding the Evolving Information 
Needs of Researchers, ProQuest, 2017 

Explore small-town reactions to global events. Access 
centuries of birth, death and marriage records.
Dig into the local and state news that’s critical for research, history 
and genealogy – much of it never reported in the national and 
international dailies.

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: U.S. State Collections now 
includes thirty-three new State Collections,* each featuring some 
of the most important titles covering a specific state in the United 
States. Access these State Collections, many with titles going back 
over a hundred years, and give your users insight into everything 
from local government decisions to historic moments that may not 
have been reported anywhere else.
*  ProQuest will continue to load titles into the State Collections until they are complete in 

early 2023.
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Iowa 
The State Collection newspapers reveal a range of perspectives demonstrating the specific ways communities are impacted 
by national and global events, and cover local issues, people, events, and industries not found elsewhere. Unearth Iowa’s 
past through local and national news with Iowa’s state newspapers, like the Des Moines Register and the Iowa City Press-
Citizen. Readers will find coverage on state politics and legislation, school board meetings, local businesses and culture, 
zoning board meetings, as well as historical events and topics like Iowa’s election caucus history, the Great Flood of 1993, 
the 1970 University of Iowa Protests, and more.

Coal Mining Industry: In the 19th century, coal 
mining was an important industry in Des Moines. 
The Des Moines Coal Company was the first 
company to begin systematic mining in the area 
in 1864. However, by 1908, area coal mines were 
largely depleted. 

Caucus History: The Iowa caucuses are 
important because they are the first major election 
for the U.S. presidential primary season. Unlike 
most states, where registered voters go to polling 
places to cast ballots, Iowa uses a caucus system 
in which voters meet to discuss and vote. Iowa 
has used the caucus system since the 1800s.

The Great Flood of 1993: In 1993, the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers and their 
tributaries flooded from April to October, affecting 
Midwestern states, including Iowa.

Note: Newspaper titles, including the ones listed here, undergo name changes throughout the years.

1970 University of Iowa Protests: In 1970, 
student protests against the Vietnam War were 
happening around the country. On May 6th, 
University of Iowa students boycotted classes 
and held a 400-person sleep-in at the Old Capitol 
building. 50 people also broke into the Old Capital 
Building and set off a smoke bomb. 

Janet Guthrie: Janet Guthrie grew up in Iowa City 
and was a professional race car driver and the 
first woman to qualify and compete in both the 
Indianapolis 500 and the Daytona 500 in 1977. 

2006 Tornado: In 2006, a tornado directly 
struck Iowa City, causing severe property and 
home damage.

Learn more about ProQuest Historical Newspapers State Collections 
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TITLE TOTAL YEARS OF COVERAGE

Des Moines Register † 1871–Present

Iowa City Press-Citizen 1965–Present

† These titles are also available for Perpetual Archive License purchase.
Note: There are known gaps in some titles which ProQuest will make an effort to fill.
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