
THE LOUISVILLE DEFENDER is a weekly newspaper and has been one of the main Black newspapers in the local Louisville area, and is an 
excellent source for coverage on issues affecting African Americans. The newspaper played an integral role in the fight for integration in 
the 1960s. 

Frank L. Stanley, Sr., who was senior editor and publisher for the paper for 38 years, was also a civil rights activist who worked on Senate 
Resolution no. 53 in 1950, which focused on the integration of higher education of the state’s public universities. He later wrote another bill 
that created the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights. His column, “Being Frank,” became nationally syndicated in the 1940s. 

This paper has hosted the annual Louisville Defender Black Expo, now known as the Louisville Defender Newspaper’s Minority Consumer 
Expo, since the 1930s. The event celebrates Black culture and is one of the oldest Black expos in the country. 

Follow first-hand coverage on Martin Luther King, Jr., integrated public accommodations, equal job opportunities, desegregation, local 
protests by civil rights leaders, student protests, Muhammed Ali, police violence such as the murder of Desmond Rudolph, Angela Davis, 
and much more.

Curriculum Focus

• African American Studies  
• Education 
• History 

• Journalism
• Politics 
• Race Relations

Why the Louisville Defender? 
• Full access to a leading voice of the black community: Users can study the progression of issues over time by browsing issues of the 

historic newspaper. This newspaper is an excellent record of fine points and facts that are overlooked elsewhere. 

• Local perspectives from multiple sources: Search and browse local perspectives on regional, national and international affairs 
providing insight into views, people and events where they happen, when they happen. 

• Cover-to-cover searchable access: Beyond feature articles and breaking stories, users can find newspaper editorials, advertisements, 
cartoons, obituaries, birth records, marriage records, and classified ads that provide valuable information and contextual understanding 
into centuries of primary sources. 

• Research across large spans of time: Provides a comprehensive record of how stories unfold – and continue to unfold – over years 
and decades. 

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Offered on the intuitive ProQuest platform, users benefit from the ability to search by 
more than 20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, author, and more. They can also focus on relevant information quickly 
with hit-term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface in the 2015 Charleston Advisor Reader’s Choice  
Awards: “It is much more intuitive and easy to use than previous versions. It includes improved document viewing, easier navigation… 
Kudos to ProQuest.”

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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N E W S

To learn more or contact us, visit https://about.proquest.com/en/content-solutions/news/

Louisville Defender (1951-2010)
Explore black history and achievements in the Louisville community and nation-wide  
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