
ABC is a prominent Spanish-language tabloid daily newspaper published in Madrid. ABC’s origins trace back to 1903 when it was founded 
as a weekly publication by the esteemed journalist Torcuato Luca de Tena y Alvarez-Ossorio. In recognition of his outstanding contributions 
to ABC, Luca de Tena was bestowed with the title of marqués de Luca de Tena by King Alfonso XIII in 1929. The newspaper transitioned into 
a daily format in 1905 and subsequently expanded its reach with the introduction of a Seville edition after 1929. Throughout its long history, 
ABC has garnered a reputation for its exceptional literary standards, attracting many eminent 
writers and intellectuals who have contributed to its journalism. This legacy of intellectualism 
has set it apart as the most well-written among Spanish newspapers.

Innovative from its inception, ABC was at the forefront of technological advancements in 
journalism. ABC was the first European newspaper to employ photo engravings, incorporating 
extensive photography into its storytelling. This innovative approach to visual journalism 
continued to define ABC’s character, with striking action photographs often gracing its front 
page. Furthermore, ABC has maintained a global perspective, boasting a dedicated foreign 
bureau that provides extensive coverage of international news. ABC’s deep commitment 
to reporting on the arts and Spanish culture further cements its status as a vital source of 
information and insight for both local and global audiences.

Support research and learning of events and milestones including:

• Spanish Civil War (1936-1939)
• World War II (1939-1945)
• End of Franco’s dictatorship (1975)
• Adoption of Spanish Constitution (1978)

• EU Accession (1986)
• Barcelona Olympics (1992)
• First High Speed Train (1992)
• World Cup Win (2010) 

Curriculum Focus

• Arts  
• Culture  
• Economics    

• Government  
• Military & Diplomatic History 
• Political Science

• Spanish History 
• Urban Planning 
• World History

Why ABC? 
• Full access to this historical newspaper: Users can study the progression of issues 

over time by browsing issues of ABC (Madrid Edition), which offers coverage of 
1903–2010, including news articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, 
cartoons, and more. 

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper on the 
ProQuest platform allow for cover-to-cover searching and browsing of complete issues 
of this newspaper, but users can find a broader view of issues and events by cross 
searching all of ProQuest’s complete runs of historical newspapers. 

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Offered on the intuitive ProQuest 
platform, users benefit from the ability to search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date ranges, specific dates, author and more. 
They can also focus on relevant information quickly with hit-term highlighting and download articles and images in PDF format. 

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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To learn more or contact us, visit https://about.proquest.com/en/content-solutions/news/

Historical Newspapers: ABC (1903-2010)
Oldest newspaper in Madrid and renown newspaper of record in Spain

October 2, 1988: Upon the closing of the 1988 
Olympics in Seoul, Korea, Barcelona looks ahead 
as it prepares to be the site of the 1992 Olympic 
Games.

January 23, 1987: Profile of Angel Antonio 
Mingote Barrachina, simply known as Mingote, 
who was a Spanish cartoonist who drew a daily 
cartoon in ABC from 1953 until his death in 2012.
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