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Colonial Legacies: Empire and Commonwealth Periodicals is a digital archive comprising over 30 periodicals and 
approximately 800,000 pages. This collection offers a mixture of British publications about the Empire and titles published 
in Commonwealth countries (including Australia, New Zealand, India, Canada, and Papua New Guinea). It will support 
research in key events in colonial history, including the later phase of the Scramble for Africa, the world wars, independence 
movements, the creation of the Commonwealth, and more. While official publications contain valuable information about 
colonial administration and ideology, more popular titles, covering the arts, society, and general interests, provide insights 
into the broader history and culture of former colonies.

Themes and topics that can be researched using these 
periodicals include:

•  Identifying how the British articulated and implemented 
strategies to grow and consolidate the Empire during the late-
19th and early-20th centuries through, e.g. the expansion of free 
trade and New Imperialism

•  Understanding the nature and extent of anti-colonial sentiment 
in general interest publications from the colonies and how this 
correlated with political events

•  Exploring how these serials reflect the mutual influence of 
the colonized and the colonizers in the development of their 
respective cultures

•  Examining how the trajectories of the formation of national 
identities and cultures changed after independence and were 
expressed in these publications

Colonial Legacies:  
Empire and Commonwealth Periodicals
Periodicals concerning the 20th-century history of the British Empire and decolonization, 
as well as the history and culture of former colonies
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Features
• Coverage spanning 1869 to 2020 – over 150 years of content*

•  Color page images with article-level indexing and searchable text

•  Document-type indexing permits easy retrieval of specific 
content such as advertisements, photographs, and illustrations 

• Approximately 800,000 pages of periodical content

Publications
Some of the titles included in this collection are:

• African World
• Commonwealth Today
• Gigibori
• Quadrant
• Saturday Night

• Venture

Using Colonial Legacies:  
Empire and Commonwealth Periodicals
The following examples of published research and dissertations 
cite titles from this collection: 

•  Bainton, N. A., Ballard, C., Gillespie, K., & Hall, N. (2011). Stepping 
Stones Across the Lihir Islands: Developing Cultural Heritage 
Management in the Context of a Gold-Mining Operation. 
International Journal of Cultural Property, 18(1), 81-110. [ 
Cites Bikmaus]

•  Barcan, A. (2011). The Arrival of the New Left at Sydney 
University, 1967-1972. History of Education Review, 40(2), 156-175. 
[Cites Quadrant]

•  Eves, R. (2009). Material Culture and the Magical Power of Dance 
Objects. Oceania, 79(3), 250-262. [Cites Gigibori]

•  Gordon, R. (2013). Moritz Bonn, Southern Africa and the Critique 
of Colonialism. African Historical Review, 45(2), 1-30.  
[Cites United Empire]

•  Grove, S. J. (2014). A Cultural Trade? Canadian Magazine 
Illustrators at Home and in the United States, 1880-1960 
[Dissertation]. [Cites Saturday Night]

•  Maxwell, D. W. (2010). Unguarded border: The movement of people 
and ideas between the United States and Canada during the Vietnam 
War era [Dissertation]. [Cites Saturday Night]

•  Moore, T. (2020). Governing Superdiversity: Learning from the 
Aboriginal Australian case. Social Identities, 26(2), 233-249.  
[Cites Quadrant]

•  Wilson, O. (2013). Popular Music as Local Culture: An 
Ethnographic Study of the Album Matha Wa! by the Band 
Paramana Strangers from Papua New Guinea. Musicology 
Australia, 35(2), 253-267. [Cites Bikmaus]

•  Wilson, T. (2004). Racism, Moral Community, and Australian 
Aboriginal Autobiographical Testimony. Biography, 27(1), 78-103. 
[Cites Meanjin]

Take research deeper with complementary resources from ProQuest, such as:
• African Diaspora
• Annual Register 
• British Periodicals
• Colonial State Papers 
• Documents on British Policy Overseas
• ProQuest Black Studies

• ProQuest Historical Newspapers
o Black Historical Newspapers
o Canadian Historical Newspapers
o International Historical Newspapers

• U.K. Parliamentary Papers
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